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TRINITY TIMES 
Share God's Unconditional Love With Everyone.

From the Desk of

Rev. Susan Treanor
Dear all, 

We are slowly pulling ourselves back to some 
of how we functioned pre covid. Masking in 
Church is voluntary, coffee hours are back, we 
held our 12 Sacred Ground discussions in 
person, 6 of us shared our Thanksgiving dinner 
in the parish hall. Confirmation classes started 
last week. We are not over COVID, new cases 
are still being diagnosed daily including our 
Bishop who was recently positive, but COVID 
seems less ominous. 

This month twenty of our people participated 
in small group, in person meetings whose focus 
was intended to be how we are being called in 
the present and the near future. I was asked not 
to attend. Group meetings always take on a life 

of their own and I am told that many people 
shared about what Trinity means to them and 
what they have missed during our two years of 
isolation. I would like to keep these discussions 
going and hope to reach out to the thirty-one 

members who were not able to join in yet. 
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As I understand it there were also some negative feelings about why our service schedule 
changed during these two years. I would like to address this. Bishop Kevin closed all of the 
churches in the diocese in Lent 2019. There were to be no in person services, the office was 
to be closed and I was the only person allowed in the Parish Hall. Originally even AA could 
not meet at Trinity. 

Looking back, It took me several months to learn how to do zoom meetings. The diocese 
offered to pay the fee for the professional level of meetings but had trouble setting them up 
for us. In the beginning we did morning prayer Sunday, Tuesdays and Thursdays and 
Compline Wednesday night after our book discussions which continued thanks to zoom. 
There was no consecration and no communion. When in person, outdoor meetings seemed 
safe and weather seemed warm enough, we had services in the parking lot or the patio. Still 
no communion since we were told not to be physically close. I was exhausted most of the 
time, feeling I was inventing liturgy every week and trying to keep us together as a 
functioning community despite our isolation, yours and mine. 

Dana and Dave developed our live stream capability for liturgical services and meetings. 
The diocese funded our request for equipment they needed. 

I reduced the Sunday service to one and attempted to incorporate services with music or a 
silent service into a 9:00 time frame. What I had hoped was a compromise was not loved by 
the early service nor the later. Ten o’clock regulars told me that they could no longer get 
ready for a 9:00 service. I hear now that many of our members felt not only isolated but 
undervalued. This was never true on my part. I put what I could discern as the good of the 
parish before mine. I am now putting the good of the parish on a level with mine. COVID 
taught me how exhausted I was. I simply could not handle more than I was doing inventing 
the idea of church and community and feeling like I was a priest in a vacuum. 

During these two years we managed to function financially because our members pitched in 
with their time, their talents and maintained their financial commitments to Trinity. The 
vestry continued to meet every month mostly on zoom but more recently in person. I am 
very grateful for the support of our members and leaders and look forward to our future. We 
Episcopalians like to think in terms of the having a 3 legged stool as our foundation. 
Originally that meant our foundation was Scripture, Tradition and Reasoning. I have been 
thinking lately that our lives are based on worship, community and ministry. All of these 
have to be strong and interlocked. I look forward to our filling the details into our life 
together in 2023. 
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Treasurer’s Report 
Trinity Church 
October 2022 

Submi&ed by Peter Gonze 

The this summarizes financial performance: month & year to date. Total revenue for the month of October was up versus 
Budget, primarily due to pledge income. It appears pledge revenue is tracking to be below budget for the year. Other 
revenue sources remain strong and ahead of Budget. Total expenses for the year are expected to be below budget for 
the year. The deficit for the year will likely be less than projected in the budget, even though we paid 50% more than 
budgeted for heaKng oil. Full reports posted on bulleKn board. 

The quarterly results for DIT (Trinity’s investment account managed by the Diocese) reflects the overall market 
performance. The fund has declined by 20% since the beginning of the year.  

 

The following table provides a summary of the financial results for October and Year to Date: 

10/31/2022 10/31/2022 YTD YTD
Actual Budget Difference Actual Budget Difference

Total Revenue 7,177$         6,298$         879 69,933$       65,380$  4,553

Total Expenses 5,757$         7,773$         2,016 79,389$       80,661$  1,272

Net Income 1,420$         (1,475)$        2,895 (9,456)$        (15,281)$ 5,825

9/30/2022 10/31/2022 Difference
Cash

Unrestricked 17,621$       17,239$       (382)

Restricted 16,829$       26,224$       9,395

DIT 73,332$       69,552$       (3,780)

Treasurer's Report

Income Statement Summary

Balance Sheet Summary

3rd quarter report reflects drop in the stock market; 

year to date our DIT fund has declined by -$18,100, 

roughly 20%

$10,000 grant received from Long Name Society for 

roof  and $630 taken out for name plaques in 

Memorial Garden

Stronger pledge payments this month vs. budget & 

lower expenses for the month vs budget

Oct 22 Budget Jan - Oct 22 YTD Budget Annual Budget

Ordinary Income/Expense

Income

Total 4000 · Contributions 7,177.00 6,298.00 879.00 69,932.66 65,380.00 4552.66 80,076.00

Total 5000 · Worship Ministry 400.00 600.00 200.00 6,944.89 5,500.00 (1444.89) 7,720.00

Total 5100 · Education Ministry 0.00 0.00 0.00 747.00 747.00 747.00

Total 5200 · Parish Life Ministry 44.98 0.00 (44.98) 613.23 625.00 800.00

Total 5400 · Stewardship Ministry 17.40 0.00 (17.40) 17.40 400.00 382.60 400.00

Total 5600 · Administration 2,235.77 1,685.65 (550.12) 16,594.93 17,917.50 1322.57 21,336.80

Total 5700 · Priest-in-Charge 1,239.17 1,542.00 302.83 12,785.94 13,524.00 738.06 16,308.00

Total 5800 · Rectory 592.06 390.00 (202.06) 9,068.33 10,545.00 1476.67 11,825.00

Total 5900 · Buildings & Grounds 437.38 2,701.00 2263.62 25,449.21 22,855.50 (2593.71) 26,345.00

6560 · Payroll Expenses 15.75 9.00 (6.75) 115.50 97.00 (18.50) 115.00

Total Expense 5,757.48 7,772.65 2015.17 79,389.13 80,661.00 1271.87 95,736.80

Net Ordinary Income 1,419.52 -1,474.65 2894.17 -9,456.47 -15,281.00 5824.53 -15,660.80
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TALKING TRINITY TAKEAWAYS 

A big thank you to all who came to one of the three “Talking Trinity” gatherings we held in 
November. 20 members attended these lively and engaging conversations and shared their 
thoughts and feelings about what is most important to them for the life and future of our Trinity 
Church.  Some common themes emerged:

  
LOVE FOR TRINITY 

• First and foremost, the love for Trinity among our congregation is as strong as ever.  Words 
like “family” and “home” were often used to describe the feelings people have for our 
beloved church. It’s a place people feel welcome, safe and comfortable just being who they 
are. 


• Many spoke with pride about the diversity of our congregation and how we are truly living 
into our mission of “sharing God’s unconditional love.”   


• Trinity members feel very cared for by Susan, especially those for whom her pastoral 
presence was most needed. Her genuine love and care for people is evident and 
appreciated.  


WHAT EXCITES PEOPLE THE MOST GOING FORWARD:  

• By far what Trinity members most want are more opportunities to bring the community 
together through the return of the events like potlucks, holiday gatherings like the popular St 
Patrick’s Day party, and traditions such as the Christmas pageant and Christmas Caroling.


• Other ideas that sparked enthusiasm included art shows, craft activities for kids and adults, 
and monthly celebrations for birthdays and anniversaries.  


• There was agreement that setting up booths at community events like the Mount Pocono 
Harvest Fest, Juneteenth Festival and Stroudburg’s Pridefest have been great ways to raise 
our visibility and attract new members.  


• There is also excitement about the growing number of children and teens in our community, 
and the return of Sunday school and confirmation classes. Bill Falzone has agreed to head 
up  this  important ministry but will need a lot of support, as Susan has written about. 


SERVING OUR COMMUNITY:  

• While there is general agreement that our focus at the moment should be on strengthening 
and building our church community, rather than starting big new initiatives, there is equal 
concern for the needs in the wider community.  


• There is great support for our two biggest ministries, the Food Pantry and Family Promise, 
and a recognition that more is needed to help support those who will be facing hardships this 
winter with soaring heating costs and housing shortages.  


• There is interest in restoring a community services committee, as we used to have, to 
maintain connections with social service agencies in Monroe County.  If anyone feels called 
to serve in this capacity please let us know!  


• There is appreciation for Susan’s passion around the issue of racial justice, and for her 
commitment to educating herself, and by extension - us, to the racial injustices that can 
sometimes go unnoticed. All who attended the Sacred Ground program agreed that it was an 
important initiative, and would like to stay engaged with this issue.  
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 SERVICE TIMES:  

• Many who came to our gatherings spoke of their strong desire for a return of the 8am service, 
which was halted during the Covid shutdown, and has not yet resumed. Those members who 
used to attend it miss the quiet, contemplative and reflective nature of this early service, as 
well as the intimate celebration of the Eucharist around the altar.   


• Susan, the Wardens and Vestry members fully understand how important this issue is for our 
congregation.  We ask for patience as we work through some of the challenges, but we are 
committed to providing an early, contemplative service and meeting the needs of our entire 
Trinity family. 


Thank you again to everyone who gave their time to come and share their thoughts, ideas and 
concerns.  These meetings were very worthwhile and we will definitely be holding more in the 
coming months, likely on a regular basis. 


Stay tuned!! 

 Dana Garrett 

Photo by Peter Gonze
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From the Loft
by

        Barbara DePuy 

Click link Below

Speakers up!

THE BABY IS COMING! 

FIVE Sunday Services 

December 4 ADVENT  10:00 AM 

December 11 ADVENT  10:00 AM 

December 18 ADVENT  10:00 AM 

December 24 Christmas Eve Celebration 4:00 PM 

December 25 CHRISTMAS DAY 10:00 AM 

January 1 NEW YEARS DAY 10:00 AM 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS TO JOIN ME FOR 

THE ANTICIPATED BIRTH AND ARRIVAL OF 

THE CHRIST CHILD! LOFTY 
EXCITEMENT! 

ALLEN ORGAN

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=idt3IHoeOPU
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Once again we have reached the beginning of a New Year - a time for 
making resolutions? - perhaps. Before we look forward, it might be a good 
idea to look back over the past year; what persons have we been in touch 
with during the process of living? What kind of person have we been for the 
past twelve months? How can we change our life in 2023 to have more of 
the qualities of Christ - or perhaps we should just give up eating 
chocolates!. 

Some years ago about this season, I attended Choral Eucharist at Beverly 
Minster in England; a huge building, dwarfing the center of a small town in 
England in the gloom of late afternoon. The service was taken from the 
1928 version of the Book of Common Prayer with the choir of men and 
boys singing music by Merbeck, Bird and Tallis. It reminded me of 
Christmas when I was a small boy.  Somehow in 2022 Christmas seems very 
different -- now we have " The Holidays" instead. 

Is this ancient service somewhat antiquated in this modern age? - maybe, 
but then it all seemed so relevant to me, particularly some of the words in 
"The Invitation to Confession”.   These words give us a good example of a 
New Year resolution it seems to me, I will repeat some of them for you 
here, but they are still there in the BCP:-  

"Ye that do truly and earnestly repent from your sins and are in love and 
charity with your neighbors and intend to lead a new life, following the 
commandments of God and walking from henceforth in his holy ways" - 
well, if we try to live like that, it would be a good start for 2023 and 
perhaps the world would be a kinder, gentler place… Or you could just give 
up eating chocolates.  

Reflections
by Michael Goodwin 
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CREATION CARE 
by Laurie Kitzmiller

One way to honor God’s Light amidst the customary holiday glare is 
to “green” the season and re-ground our lives in the awesome gift of 
the Incarnation. Let us continue to pray, learn, act and advocate for 
God's good Earth and all God’s creatures. Rather than getting caught 
in the frenetic materialism of the secular, let us instead focus our 
energy on loving and attentive relationships–to God, to each other 
and to the earth.   

Observing the Season
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As the Family Promise program no longer needs our help providing 
shelter to the families they are assisting, we would like to offer 
Christmas gift cards for the children currently in the program.  

This is in addition to the weekly meals Trinity has been serving to the 
families in the program.  

If you would like to participate, please make a check out to Trinity with 
a notation that it is for the Family Promise Christmas gift cards.  

Typically, there are about 20 children in the program at any given time.  

The money we raise will allow the Family Promise staff to allocate gift 
cards to each child in the program.  

Thank you for helping Trinity continue with this important ministry. 

From Cindy Hill

All of God’s children 
deserve to experience the 

spirit of Christmas.
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Trinity Youth  

Spotlight

Shout Out to Riley!!! 
For the last several months, Riley has been learning how to run our livestream 
operation and has really mastered it at this point! From getting the cameras and 
audio equipment up and running, checking the mic levels, navigating the 
YouTube channel to put out the live signal and then operating two cameras and a 
switcher - he has become an extremely capable and valuable part of our 
livestream production team!! 

Thank you Riley for joining this important ministry! You’re rockin’ it!! 

Photos by Danna Garrett 
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Hannah calls us to 
worship by ringing the 

church bell.

Photos by Danna Garrett 
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FUNNY PAGE 
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 Merry Christmas

click box above

speakers up

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=r_wRmxQmU_o

