This past Sunday morning our Priest Susan, reminded us that sometimes it is easy to sing a hymn in church without
recognizing how the words communicate with God. One thing we could do would be to use the quiet time
before the service to read over and contemplate on some of the hymns that have been chosen for that day.
Many years ago when I was a student organist we were told, " However brilliant a player you may be, you will
never touch a person's soul with your music unless you know the meaning of the words of the hymn that is to be
sung". Sometimes even in this age of speed, I have the opportunity to read over a hymn before we sing it; almost
all our hymns contain real gems and insight to the Christian faith. In centuries past, singing hymns was an important
means for teaching Christian truth in a church that was largely illiterate. Even so, hymn singing was and is, far more
than just another way to disseminate Christian knowledge. It is a means for all believers, educated or uneducated,
great or lowly, to express praise to their Creator and Saviour. It is a way for all of us to communicate with God
using more than mere words. It allows us to pour out our grateful feelings of the heart, feelings awakened by the
experience of forgiveness, salvation and the gracious work of the Holy Spirit.
As you come to Church services each Sunday morning, remember as you lift your heart and voice in praise to the
Lord, that you are joining with a chorus of believers of all peoples and all centuries throughout history, who have
done the same thing. You are joining with the saints, past, present and future in one great chorus around God's
throne. For as the great English hymn writer Isaac Watts once recognized. "The singing of God's praise is the part
of worship most closely related to heaven"
M.J.G
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O God, our times are in
your hand: Look with
favor, we pray, on your
servants as they begin
another year. Grant
that they may grow in
wisdom and grace, and
strengthen their trust in
your goodness all the
days of their life;
through Jesus Christ
our Lord. Amen
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